Speech and Language Therapy Programme: Receptive conceptual development


Targeting Understanding Of Specific Concepts

You will need: several objects or pictures. If possible choose items from the same category, e.g. animals, furniture, fruits, transport, insects etc, and try to include a couple of items that the child doesn’t know the names of to expand on vocabulary. Make sure that the child learns these new names before you start working on any of the concepts.

Demonstrate the meaning of the concept before expecting the child to know what to do. You can work on only one, or contrast several concepts in one session.

Please work on the following concepts with ____________________________:

· one of e.g. Please give me one of the animals, or Please give me one of the cows.

· some e.g. Please give me some of the animals, or Please give me some of the cats.

· or e.g. Please give me the zebra or the giraffe.

· either…or e.g. Please give me either the penguin or the polar bear.

· neither…nor e.g. Find an animal that is neither brown nor black, or Find an animal that is neither white nor dangerous.

· not e.g. Please give me an animal that can not fly, or Please give me an animal that is not dangerous, or Please give me an animal that does not live in a zoo, or Please give me an animal that is not a pet, or Please give me an animal that is not brown, or Please give me an animal that does not have stripes/spots/horns etc.

· first…then e.g. First give me the tortoise, and then the tiger, or Give me the monkey first, and then give me the crocodile.

· before e.g. Give me the horse before you give me the rabbit.

· after e.g. Give me the lion after you give me the gorilla.

· all…except e.g. Give me all the animals except the elephant.

You can also work on positional and prepositional concepts in a similar way. For this it is best to use concrete objects rather than pictures. The objects should have a clear front and back, for example car, person or dog, and not for example ball, carrot or pen. Place 3 or more objects in a row one behind each other and ask the child questions from the selected targets below. The child can either point to the object or give it to you and you can replace it with another one or the same one.

· first e.g. Who/which one is first? or Point to/give me the first animal.

· second e.g. Who/which one is second? or Point to/give me the second person.

· third, fourth etc – See first and second.

· last e.g. Who/which one is last? or Point to/give me the last car.

· between e.g. Who/which animal is between 2 others?

· middle e.g. Who/which one is in the middle? or Point to/give me the one in the middle.

· in/at the front e.g. Who/which one is in the front? or Point to/give me the one in the front.

· at the back e.g. Who/which one is at the back? or Point to/give me the one at the back.

· behind e.g. Who is behind the sheep? 

· in front of e.g. Which one is in front of the aeroplane?

Keep records of the child’s progress, for example:
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