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	Commtap: what’s it for; how it works; how you can get involved.

It’s a free resource bank of activities.

All have been created by speech and language therapists and other communication specialists.

-------

It has 100s of activities sheets with targets;

It has 1000s of activities and strategies.
	· Commtap website;

· Free, Collaborative bank of communication resources;

· By SLTs and others

· How does it work? How  to get involved;
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	Divided into five sections;

These relate to the actual age range/setting of the people you work with;

------

Mostly stuff in the early years and primary. 

But why should it stop there?
	· Divided into sections;

· Originally primary

· Extended to early years;

· Why not more!
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	Three main types of thing you can find on the site:

Language and communication activities;

Phonology and articulation activities;

Additional resources which can be used with the activities.
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	At the heart of the site are the activities sheets.

The activities sheets are standardised. This makes it really easy for you or a teaching assistant/carer to read them quickly and find out what they need to do.

They are designed to be printed out.
	· An activities sheet;

· Standardised;

· Quick and easy to use;

· Printable;

· Sharable;

· Free license;

· Targeted;
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	The activity sheet has a target (reason why you would do the activities);

Activity name, materials, steps for doing it, some key comments.

No long rationale – though you could make a separate page with this on it.
	· The parts of an activities sheet;
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	Everything is categorised:

· helps people to find stuff;

· things can be ordered approximately developmentally on the site;

· uses systems from education – helps mutual understanding.

This one is at English Speaking P4 using the P-Scales. Click on that and you can find out all about it!
	· Categorisation;
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	Click on that, and you get its definition. 

------

Links to table of descriptions; and, further down the page, other activites/strategies sheets at that level.
	· Linked to descriptions;
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	Activities sheets which are also in the Early Years section can also be displayed using the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum categories instead.

You can change this on the page.
	· Alternative categorisation systems;
· Early Years;
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	Now that activities sheet has the Early Years categorisation on it.

We can use these activities sheets in Early Year, no worries about them showing a p level!

	· Now usable in Early Years;
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	I have an idea for staff working with a child about using cookery to develop conceptual and sequential language. 

I want to create an activities sheet quickly.

What do you do, how long will it take…?? (It’s nearly time for lunch/nearly midnight…)
	· Idea -> create -> share;
· Using cookery for developing conceptual and sequential language;
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	Click on create. (You will need to logon – but you can easily get a login). 

------

Login is required I’m afraid (spam/being able to come back to your own stuff before it’s been checked…)
	· Create!
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	You can create a few different kinds of things.

What we want to do is create a Language and Communication activities/strategies sheet.
	· Things you can choose;
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	· Choosing “Language and Communication”;
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	It goes in three steps.

First step: give the target a name (this is actually a vaguer one here!);

The section;

A skill and a level – it’s OK to guess – helps to give a moderator an idea of what you are targeting – will be changed if necessary.
	· 3 steps;
· First step…;
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	Second step – write the activities.

Each activity has a separate row in a table which you can fill in.

Title/materials/instructions/comments.
	· Second step…;
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	Third step – 

Some optional information – e.g. activity or strategy, individual or group.

Can also identify a “context” – e.g. where the communication takes place; particular special need – e.g. autism; communication method (e.g. speech, signs, symbols).
	· Third step…;
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	Click done.


	· Done
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	Print it out. You can do this straight away – even before a moderator has checked it.

	· Print;
· Before and after moderation;

· (Login).
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	The result – cookery sessions where opportunities for developing language are built in!

	· Fun building language in cooking!
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	Commtap.

We can come to your department to show you more!

	· We can come and talk to you!


